
1

dbstart and dbshut

Automating Database Startup and Shutdown on Unix
by Kristina M. Murray
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n The Relevant Files and Scripts

n Configuring Your System

n Problem Solving

n Other Reminders

n Resources
n Helpful Websites
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The Relevant Files and Scripts

n /var/opt/oracle/oratab

n $ORACLE_HOME/bin/dbstart

n $ORACLE_HOME/bin/dbshut

n /etc/init.d/dbora

n /etc/rc0.d/K01dbora
n /etc/rc2.d/S99dbora
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Configuring Your System

n Setting ‘Y’ to entry in oratab.

n Modifying dbstart.

n Modifying dbshut.

n Creating dbora.

n Understanding the startup directories.
n Linking dbora to K10dbora and S99dbora.
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Setting ‘Y’ to entry in Oratab

n Located either in /var/opt/oracle or /etc

n Created by running root.sh after oracle
products install.

n Entries follow this format:
$ORACLE_SID:$ORACLE_HOME:<N|Y>

n For example,
dev:/opt/oracle/product/8.1.6:Y
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Modifying dbstart

n Located in $ORACLE_HOME/bin

n Save a copy of dbstart, then change:
n /PL\/SQL (Release|Version)/

{substr($3,1,3) ; print substr($3,1,3)}'`

to:

n  /Oracle8i Enterprise Edition
(Release|Version)/ {substr($5,1,3) ; print
substr($5,1,3)}'`
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(part of) dbstart script
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Modifying dbshut

n Located in $ORACLE_HOME/bin
n Replace “shutdown” with “shutdown

immediate”
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Creating dbora

n dbora must be owned by root.

n Located in /etc/init.d

n Shut listener before you shut database.

n Startup database before you start listener.
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Understanding the Startup
Directories

n /etc/rcX.d

n /etc/rc0.d, /etc/rc2.d

n [K|S][2 digit number][filename]

n /etc/rc0.d/K01dbora

n /etc/rc2.d/S99dbora
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Linking dbora to K01dbora and
S99dbora

n # ln -s /etc/init.d/dbora /etc/rc0.d/K10dbora

n # ln -s /etc/init.d/dbora /etc/rc2.d/S99dbora
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Problem Solving

n Database “<SID>” warm started.
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Problem Solving (contd.)

n [!: command not found
– (when dbora executes)

n cat: cannot open /var/opt/oracle/oratab

n Message 850 not found; No message file
for product=network, facility=NL:
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Other Reminders

n Ensure oracle’s ENV variables are set in
the .profile file.

n Ensure dbora, dbstart and dbshut are
executable.

n Ensure there is a new line after the final
oratab entry.

n Ensure there is no conflicting SQL or
SQL*Plus commands in glogin.sql.



16

Successful Results!
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Resources

n Oracle’s Metalink
– User Forums at Unix Installation/OS: RDBMS

Technical Forum
– Note: 1049087.6, SUN: dbstart/dbshut fail -

cannot open oratab file
– Note: 1019793.6, , Automatic startup/shutdown

of oracle instances on SUN solaris
– Note: 98418.1, WARNING: “dbstart” does not

work with 8.1.6 instances
– Note:1005041.6, HOW TO AUTOMATICALLY

START THE LISTENER ON UNIX
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Resources (contd.)

n Oracle 8i Installation Guide, Chapter 4
– Automate Database Startup and Shutdown

n Oracle 24x7 Tips & Techniques
– by Venkat S. Devraj

n UNIX - The Complete Reference
– by Rosen, Host, Farber, and Rosinski

n /etc/init.d/README

n man pages for init.d, init, ln, su
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Helpful Websites

n http://metalink.oracle.com/
– Oracle Metalink

n http://technet.oracle.com/docs/products/or
acle8i/doc_index.htm
– Oracle 8i Installation Guide

n http://www.orafaq.com/faq.htm
– Oracle FAQ’s
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The End.

Kristina M. Austin-Murray

Senior Database Manager

Advance Internet, Inc.

http://www.advance.net

kaustin@advance.net

Thank you!

Do you have any questions?


